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History of windows operating system

MS-DOS and the Evolution of Windows The history of Windows is a rich one, filled with iconic logos, changing Start menus, and the introduction of Live Tiles. But before we dive into the details of Microsoft's flagship operating system, let us take a look at what came before - MS-DOS. Windows operating system has been continuously evolving since its
first release in 1987. The initial version, Windows 1.0, included a range of basic programs such as write, paint, and a calendar. Just two years later, Microsoft released Windows 2.0 with features like overlapping windows, resizable windows, and VGA graphics. Windows 3.0, which came out in 1990, marked a significant milestone for the OS. It offered
improved performance, including 256 color support, and introduced multitasking capabilities. This version also featured Solitaire as its first desktop game. The following year's release, Windows 3.1, further enhanced the OS with features such as TrueType fonts, drag-and-drop icons, and OLE compound documents. Additionally, it was distributed via
CD-ROM for the first time. In 1995, Windows 95 revolutionized the user experience with its modern interface, 32-bit architecture, taskbar, Start menu, long file names, plug-and-play capabilities, and Internet Explorer web browser. This version also allowed Windows to boot directly, eliminating the need to wait for MS-DOS. Windows 98 continued this
trend of innovation and improvement, although specific details are not mentioned in the provided text. Windows 98 enhanced its OS by incorporating Internet Explorer 4.01 and internet-based tools such as Outlook Express and Microsoft Chat. It also introduced support for USB devices and Macromedia players like Shockwave and Flash. Windows
2000 focused on accessibility, adding features like StickyKeys, a high-contrast theme, Microsoft Magnifier, and a screen reader called Microsoft Narrator. Users could select from multiple languages for their display, including Arabic, Japanese, and Greek. Windows ME was criticized due to its installation issues and compatibility problems with
hardware and software. Despite this, it introduced System Restore, which allowed users to recover their computer in case of issues caused by poorly executed updates or programs. Windows XP was released in 2001 and gained popularity thanks to its consumer-friendly design, increased PC sales, and standard features like CD burning software,
desktop search, remote desktop, and improved security. Vista's failure led to a radical shift in Microsoft's approach with the release of Windows 7, which addressed many of Vista's shortcomings, such as slow performance and resource consumption issues. The new version streamlined the interface and removed unnecessary features, offering
improvements like faster overall performance and handwriting recognition. In contrast, Windows 8 introduced a drastically different Start screen featuring live tiles, which some users found overwhelming. However, it also brought features like USB 3.0 support and Xbox Live integration. To address consumer concerns, Microsoft released Windows
8.1 as a free upgrade, reintroducing the Start button and allowing users to see the desktop first after logging in. Windows 10 emerged in 2015, marking Microsoft's latest iteration of its Windows operating system. Upon its release, it was evident that Microsoft aimed to refine Live Tiles rather than eliminate them entirely. In response, Windows 10
ditched the Start screen from Windows 8 and replaced it with a larger Start menu featuring Live Tiles and other app icons. The result worked effectively. Other notable features introduced in 2015 included Cortana, a native digital personal assistant; the ability to switch between tablet and desktop modes; and a new web browser, Microsoft Edge.
Since its launch, Windows 10 has received regular updates every six months, known as Feature Updates. These updates are free and accessible through Windows Update. The next Feature Update, Windows 10 20H1, is anticipated for release in spring 2020, possibly in May. This update is expected to introduce an overhauled Cortana experience and
the ability to reinstall Windows via Cloud download. While there's no guarantee of a Windows 11, Microsoft has been content with releasing new feature updates every six months for its latest OS version. These updates often bring bug fixes, new tools, and cosmetic changes, keeping users engaged. Despite the uncertainty surrounding Windows 11,
the future of Windows lies in innovation and reinvention. Windows Core OS is poised to become a flagship operating system, designed specifically for lightweight devices like phones, tablets, and Chromebook-like laptops. This could mark the beginning of a new era for Windows, with different versions catering to various devices. Anita George has
been writing about computing for Digital Trends since 2018. Windows Operating System (OS) is designed to be user-friendly, allowing individuals without coding knowledge to seamlessly utilize it. This GUI-based OS comes pre-loaded with essential applications such as Microsoft Excel and PowerPoint, providing a clean desktop environment that's
easy to navigate. Users can easily multitask, play games, browse the internet, chat with friends and family, and install software without any issues. PC settings allow us to customize our desktop by adding wallpapers, adjusting icon sizes, and changing system time and date. We can also check for Windows updates, update drivers, secure the system,
and fix any errors that occur in the operating system or applications. The Registry Editor is a tool that helps us troubleshoot issues by editing registry entries. Cortana is an Al assistant that can execute programs using voice commands, saving time and focusing on important tasks. System Information displays PC hardware resources, software
components, and environment details. Start Menu shows all installed applications and programs, along with their history of recent usage. Microsoft, founded in 1975 by Bill Gates and Paul Allen, developed the first Windows operating system in 1983. After Paul Allen's departure from Microsoft in 1983, Bill Gates became the sole owner, with many
shareholders investing in the company. Over the years, Microsoft released various versions of Windows, starting with the first version on November 20, 1985. The subsequent releases include Windows 2 (December 9, 1987), Windows 286 (June 1988), and Windows 386 (December 9, 1987). The Windows 3.0 release in May 1990 required a hard drive
disk and was priced at $149.95 for the base version. The popular Windows 95 version was released on August 24, 1995, and quickly gained widespread adoption. This was followed by Windows 98 (released in 1998), Windows 2000 (February 17, 2000), Windows XP (October 25, 2001), and the updated Windows Vista (January 2006). The latest version
is Windows 7, which was released on July 22, 2009. Microsoft's Windows 11 aims to address issues encountered in previous versions, such as Windows Vista, while improving its user-friendliness. Initially released on October 26, 2021, Windows 11 brings several new features, including a faster boot time, improved web store integration, enhanced
search capabilities, and support for USB 3.0 devices. As an incremental update, Windows 8.1 was launched on August 23, 2013, offering minor improvements over its predecessor, Windows 8. Later versions include Windows 10, released on July 29, 2015, which introduced notable enhancements. The latest iteration, Windows 11, provides significant
updates and features, including a redesigned interface reminiscent of Apple's macOS, seamless Android app integration, improved screen-splitting capabilities, and enhanced virtual desktop support.
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